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Mainstay, Henderson County's front line against domestic and family violence,
is calling for residents to contact Washington legislators to protest proposed
cuts in federal funding for programs aimed at helping victims of violent crime.

Federal funding for the Violence Against Women Act programs was reduced
$35 million in last year's budget, Mainstay Executive Director Tanya Blackford
said. She said victim service providers across the country have been
struggling to compensate.

"We have seen federal funding for victim programs reduced year by year, but
the shrinkage rate is accelerating," Blackford warned. "The new 2009 federal
budget recently proposed by President Bush seeks to cut another $120 million
from Violence Against Women Act programs. Two other proposals seek to cut
$122.6 million from the Family Violence Prevention and Services Act and
totally eliminate the $2 billion Victims of Crime Act fund."

Pointing out that federal funds from these programs are funneled through
state governments, Blackford added, "Mainstay is not the only local agency
affected by these cutbacks. The Healing Place, our community's sexual
assault agency, is also funded by the federal programs.”

Funding from the Violence Against Women Act and Family Violence
Prevention Act finances most of Mainstay's services to victims, Blackford said.

This includes salaries for Mainstay counselors, free support group counseling,
free childcare and court advocacy helping to guide victims through court
proceedings and the legal system.

Angie Alley, executive director of the Healing Place, said, "Reduction of the
Violence Against Women Act will affect the services we are currently able to
provide to rural victims of child abuse and sexual assault."

Last year, Mainstay assisted 120 abuse victims in court; of those, 56 were
granted protective orders. One hundred seventy-two victims received
education and counseling in a group setting. At the same time, 162 children
received free childcare while the mothers attended group. Both Blackford and
Alley predict the cuts will devastate domestic and family violence programs
and endanger victims' lives.

Blackford noted that the president's proposed budget is only the first step in
the appropriation process. "Citizens can and should contact their legislators to
protest the cuts," she said.

The National Network to End Domestic Violence is coordinating a national
call-in to senators and representatives to protest the cuts. Those interested in
protesting the budget can call the toll-free number 1-888-256-7413, and ask to
speak to Sens. Elizabeth Dole and Richard Burr and Rep. Heath Shuler.

"Tell them you want the 2009 budget to fully fund the Violence Against
Women Act and the Family Violence Prevention and Services Act," Blackford
said. "Also say you favor increasing the Victims of Crime Act Fund Cap to
$717 million and that you want to protect the Victims of Crime Act from
elimination.”

People can also write or e-mail their legislators at the following:

Sen. Richard Burr: www.Burr.senate.gov; 217 Russell Senate Office Building,
Washington, DC 20510

Sen. Elizabeth Dole: www.Dole.senate.gov; 555 Dirksen Senate Office
Building, Washington, DC 20510

Rep. Heath Shuler: www.Shuler.house.gov; 512 Cannon House Office
Building, Washington, DC 20515

Anyone who is physically abused or knows someone who is abused, or who is
being sexually abused or knows someone who is being abused may contact
Mainstay at 693-3840 day or night.
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Linda Burrell is the the family services coordinator at Mainstay.
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