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Federal funding cuts force agencies to turn
away victims of domestic violence

Drop in government funding is forcing agencies to turn away victims

who seek their help

By Megan Twohey | Tribune reporter
March 28, 2008

Nakia Adams said she was gripped by fear and confusion when
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her ex-boyfriend continued to violate an order of protection she

had obtained from a Cook County judge.

It wasn't until she turned to Family Rescue, an agency that
serves victims of domestic violence, that she started to feel

more in control.
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But recent

cuts in government funding and
other sources of support have
forced Family Rescue and other
Illinois agencies that assist
victims of domestic violence to
scale back services and turn
people away. At a news
conference Thursday in Rolling
Meadows, agencies warned that
new cuts in federal
funding—estimated to be nearly
$4.6 million for lllinois—would
result in more reductions in
assistance.

Family Rescue, based in
Chicago, helped Adams, 27,
navigate the court system and
provided counseling to her
children. When she feared for her
life last month, it referred her to a
nearby shelter.

"Family Rescue really helped me
protect myself," Adams said in an
interview this week.

Although the number of
domestic-violence homicides has
declined nationwide, the need for
help is growing, advocates say.

Last year, lllinois courts granted
more than 60,000 orders of
protection. Each day, 600
requests for help in Illinois go
unmet, said the National Coalition
Against Domestic Violence.

Cindy Bischof, a real estate agent
from Arlington Heights, was
among dozens of women in Cook
County to be killed by an intimate
partner in recent years.
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But state Rep. Suzanne Bassi (R-Palatine) said lllinois can't afford any increases and
that responsibility rests with Congress.

"The state doesn't have the ability to fill the gap," she said.
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