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Help restore important VOCA funding
Norma Castilla-Blackwell 30.APR.08

Dear Editor,

Over the past two federal fiscal years Congress has cut
victim assistance funds 22% under the Victims of Crime
Act (VOCA). The Administration’s 2009 budget request
would cut another 20 percent from VOCA victim
assistance funding. The VOCA Fund is a separate
account generated by federal criminal fines, forfeitures
and special assessments, not taxpayer revenues. These
cuts are especially disheartening and frustrating when
you consider that this fund is expected to have a balance
of $2 billion at the end of 2008.

The events of recent weeks in Eldorado have brought
new attention to the need to provide appropriate
services to the 47,000 Texas children in CPS care
annually due to evidence of abuse and neglect. Now is
not the time to decrease available federal assistance to
these victims or other crime victims.

VOCA funds are distributed to states through an annual
allocation and are used at the local level for such
essential victim assistance programs as Court Appointed
Special Advocates (CASA) for abused and neglected
children, Children’s Advocacy Centers, sexual assault
programs, elder abuse programs, domestic violence
centers, and DWI programs such as Mother’s Against
Drunk Driving. In Texas the Governor’s Office has been
the state administrative agency for these funds and has
been a supportive and collaborating partner in providing
these funds to victim programs across the state. They
now face the thankless task of having to pass down
these cuts that will significantly and negatively impact
programs in serving crime victims.

VOCA funds have been a vital means of support for my
program, CASA of Central Texas. It has helped us recruit
and train community volunteers to serve Caldwell,
Comal, Guadalupe and Hays abused and neglected
children in our area who have been removed from their
homes by Child Protective Services. Continued federal
cuts will significantly impact our ability to provide
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volunteer advocates for children assigned to us by the
court.

We hope that you will join us in urging Congress to
restore VOCA funding and appropriate $770 million to
VOCA in the FY 2009 federal budget. VOCA has been a
dedicated non-taxpayer fund source for crime victims
since 1984 and there are more than enough available
funds to adequately appropriate the amount being
requested. Our crime victims deserve more in available
services not less.

Norma Castilla-Blackwell
Executive Director
CASA of Central Texas, Inc.
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