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that, call HAVIN at 724-543-1180.

Crime Victims Fund are derived from federal
criminal offenders via fines, forfeited bail bonds,
penalties and assessments collected by the U.S.
Attorney's Office.

It goes to state programs to pay for medical care,
counseling, lost wages, funerals and other
expenses for victims of crimes including domestic
violence, child abuse, rape and homicide.

"If we didn't have this money, where would these
people turn?" asked county commissioner Patty
Kirkpatrick.

Commissioners said that in 2000, Congress began
capping annual spending for the fund in order to
ensure that a stable level of funding remained
available for future use.

The cap has been lower than the amount of
deposits into the fund, meaning more than $1.4
billion has not been allocated, commissioners said.

In 2008 the cap was decreased by $35 million,
despite the surplus.

In addition to the cap reduction, another $34.2
million was taken out to pay for management and
administration costs of the federal Office of Justice
programs that administer the fund, the
commissioners said.

"This fund was established for crime victims and it's
being used for administration of their offices," said
Kirkpatrick. "It should be used for the original intent
of the law."

Deposits in the fund currently total more than $1.9
billion, while the cap on funds released from the
fund is about $600 million, according to the
commissioners.

More than $1.4 billion is being held back and the
commissioners want to see the cap raised to $1
billion.

Mitch Fryer can be reached at
mfryer@tribweb.com or 724-543-1303, ext. 1342.
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